NUMBER OF INTERNET SUBSCRIBERS GROWING FAST

(Press Release)

In the timeframe January – September 2009, the number of broadband Internet subscribers at fixed locations increased by 43,5% and was estimated at 165,2 thousand, whereas the number of customers using mobile broadband Internet (monthly traffic less than 1 MB) reached 62 thousand, as shown in the data available with the National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI). 
According to the same data, in 9 months of 2009, the number of subscribers to Dial-Up Internet decreased by half, reaching 20 thousand. The Agency specialists explain this trend by the increased number and availability of attractive Internet access offers, as well as by enhanced process of narrowband-broadband substitution.    

As a result of these trends, the broadband penetration rate, as per 100 inhabitants, increased, in the timeframe January – September, by 1,4 percentage points and shows in 4,63%, whereas the dial-Up Internet penetration rate is estimated at 0,57%, which is a decrease by half.  

The total sales on the data transmission market increased, within the 9 months of 2009, by 40,4% over the same period of last year, showing 312,5  mil. lei, whereas the broadband sales - by 50,31%, making the total of 187,4 mil. lei. The most significant share on the internet access market –  67,2% - belongs to JSC MOLDTELECOM. Companies Starnet and ORANGE Moldova‘s shares are, accordingly, 10,4 % and 5,3%. The rest of the providers share 17,1% of this market. 
Other details regarding the trends of the Internet access market are available on the Agency Internet page: www.anrceti.md, in the division „Statistical Data”. 
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